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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable BER-
NARD SANDERS, a Senator from the
State of Vermont.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Today’s
opening prayer will be offered by our
guest Chaplain, Rev. Dennis Ellisen, of
Our Saviour’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church in Appleton, WI.

PRAYER

The guest Chaplain offered the fol-
lowing prayer:

Let us pray.

As we join together, confident in the
gracious mercy of God, let us pray for
the world and all who yearn for whole-
ness of life.

Dear Lord, we pray for our Senators
and all leaders of our States, cities,
and towns, and we pray that the
world’s distressed and downtrodden and
most unfortunate not be neglected.

We pray for peace and reconciliation
among all nations and for those leaders
who govern and guide, so that ruthless
and unjust ways be ended.

We pray for Your wisdom to make us
caretakers of all that You have cre-
ated. Empower our leaders to use their
talents, interests, and abilities to re-
store the Earth to all its fullness, so
that Your creation might be renewed.

We pray for Your Spirit to rest upon
all the leaders of this great Nation,
that in the midst of tremendous re-
sponsibility, they feel Your comfort
and assurance that You are with them,
guiding and encouraging their actions.
Amen.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Honorable BERNARD SANDERS led
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

Senate

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. BYRD).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, October 18, 2007.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable BERNARD SANDERS, a
Senator from the State of Vermont, to per-
form the duties of the Chair.

ROBERT C. BYRD,
President pro tempore.

Mr. SANDERS thereupon assumed
the chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore.

————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

SCHEDULE

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the Senate
will be in a period of morning business
for 1 hour. The Republicans will con-
trol the first half of time. We will con-
trol the second half of time. Following
this period of morning business, the
Senate will resume consideration of
the Labor, HHS appropriations bill.
Senator HARKIN and the ranking mem-
ber, Senator SPECTER, will be here to
move forward on this bill. If people
have amendments, I hope they would
do more than just think about them,
that they would come and offer them
and debate them. A lot of work re-
mains to be done on this bill and other
measures that require the attention of
the Senate.

MEASURES PLACED ON THE CAL-
ENDAR—S. 2179, S. 2180, S. 2184, S.
2185, H.R. 2102, AND H.R. 3678

Mr. REID. Mr. President, it is my un-
derstanding we have six bills at the
desk due for a second reading.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will read the titles of
the bills for the second time.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A bill (S. 2179) to authorize certain pro-
grams and activities in the Forest Service,
the Department of the Interior, and the De-
partment of Energy, and for other purposes.

A bill (S. 2180) to authorize certain pro-
grams and activities in the Department of
the Interior, the Forest Service, and the De-
partment of Energy, and to amend the Com-
pact of Free Association Amendments Act of
2003, and for other purposes.

A Dbill (S. 2184) to amend the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986 to permanently allow pen-
alty-free withdrawals from retirement plans
for individuals called to active duty for at
least 179 days.

A Dbill (S. 2185) to permanently extend the
current marginal tax rates.

A bill (H.R. 2102) to maintain the free flow
of information to the public by providing
conditions for the federally compelled disclo-
sure of information by certain persons con-
nected with the news media.

A bill (H.R. 3678) to amend the Internet
Tax Freedom Act to extend the moratorium
on certain taxes relating to the Internet and
to electronic commerce.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I object to
further proceedings with respect to
these bills en bloc.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Objection is heard.

The bills will be placed on the cal-
endar.

The Senator from Wisconsin.

——————

WELCOMING THE GUEST
CHAPLAIN

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, today, I
rise to welcome Rev. Dennis Ellisen to
the Senate and to thank him for this
morning’s heartfelt and timely prayer.

Reverend Ellisen is the senior pastor
at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church in
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Appleton, WI. He has served his parish
for the last 31 years. Early on, his
church had just a few hundred mem-
bers. He has seen kids in his parish
grow up to have kids of their own. Now
his congregation is well over 2,600

strong.
As many in Appleton will tell you,
Reverend Ellisen’s ministry has

touched so many families beyond his
church’s walls. He has been a tireless
advocate for cancer research, treat-
ment, and education. His work as an
ambassador and fundraiser for the
American Cancer Society has taken
him to every corner of our State and
every corridor of Congress. His message
is unwavering: If we work together, we
can beat this terrible disease.

Yet he may be best known in the
community for helping comfort the
terminally ill. Through his work with
the Visiting Nurse Association, he
started the first hospice program in
Appleton many years ago.

I had the privilege of introducing
Reverend Ellisen on the Senate floor in
1997. Much has changed in the world,
but he has remained the humble, com-
passionate person I met a decade ago.
And, thankfully, his important work
endures.

We need to hear his hopeful invoca-
tion today. I thank Reverend Ellisen
and his family for joining us.

I yield the floor.

——————

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the
leadership time is reserved.

——————

MORNING BUSINESS

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, there
will now be a period for the transaction
of morning business for 60 minutes,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each, with
the time equally divided and controlled
between the two leaders or their des-
ignees, with the Republicans control-
ling the first half and the majority
controlling the final half.

The Senator from Florida.

————

SCHIP

Mr. MARTINEZ. Mr. President, I
want to talk this morning on the
much-talked-about subject of SCHIP.
In this Chamber over the last several
days—and I would say all over the Na-
tion—there has been a lot of conversa-
tion about the future of the State Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program and
whether this side will budge or that
side will nudge the other one or who
will blink first.

Clearly, we are at an impasse. Today,
the President’s veto of this bill—which
will enlarge Government by $35 bil-
lion—will be sustained in the House, 1
believe. Then we will find ourselves at
a place where we have to regroup and
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decide how to proceed in reauthorizing
this very important program. It is an
important program, and a program Sso
many of America’s children have bene-
fited from, and one for which I believe
we need to find a way to move forward.

I want to add my voice to those who
have called for the program’s reauthor-
ization. This is a program that is work-
ing. It works in the State of Florida. It
is a program that helps children. I
know a lot of Florida children have
been helped by it. So we have to find a
way we can come together in the spirit
of the program so every child who
needs health care has the needed access
to health care.

We should take great care, however,
to avoid switching SCHIP from being a
program aimed at helping poor chil-
dren to a program that moves us to-
ward a Government-sponsored, Govern-
ment-run health care system. That
would not serve the people in the pro-
gram, and it would not serve the great-
er cause of reforming the bigger prob-
lem we have, and which we also have to
address, which is our entire health care
system.

The bill the President vetoed would
have allowed coverage to the point
where we would have essentially en-
couraged families who are today re-
ceiving coverage through private insur-
ance to drop that insurance in favor of
Government-sponsored health care cov-
erage. I do not think that is the way to
move forward with health care reform.
I do not think that policy would lower
health care costs or increase the access
to quality health care. Both are impor-
tant goals.

In talking with people in my State of
Florida, they want to see SCHIP reau-
thorized. They want to help poor chil-
dren who need health care. They under-
stand the debate we are having, and
they want a better alternative than
anything that is on the table right
now. So we are at an impasse. But I
think we can find common ground. A
real compromise needs to be reached,
one that keeps the spirit of SCHIP, one
that adds provisions to help find chil-
dren currently eligible for assistance
and signs them up for insurance.

We need a compromise that does not
simply broaden the program’s eligi-
bility so people in private health insur-
ance are forced to move to Govern-
ment-sponsored health insurance be-
cause an employer sees an opportunity
to save money. That is why later today
I will introduce an alternative SCHIP
reauthorization program composed of
three elements—a full reauthorization
of SCHIP, a child health care tax cred-
it, and an aggressive outreach program
to ensure all children eligible for the
program have the opportunity to sign
up for the insurance.

The first element enacts a full reau-
thorization of SCHIP, where we con-
tinue to cover children in families with
incomes at or below 200 percent of the
Federal poverty level.

The second element of my proposal
advances tax credits to families with
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incomes between 200 and 300 percent of
the poverty level. If a family does not
have insurance, a credit provides the
resources necessary to go out and pur-
chase health insurance. Families would
have the ability to purchase health in-
surance, health care coverage tailored
to their children’s unique needs.

The third element would enhance
outreach for children who are cur-
rently eligible for SCHIP coverage but
who are not currently enrolled.

It is estimated between 500,000 and 1.5
million children who are today eligible
for SCHIP are not enrolled simply be-
cause families do not know the pro-
gram is available to them.

Make no mistake: The underlying de-
bate is not whether we are going to
provide health insurance for our Na-
tion’s children. We all agree that our
society can ill afford to not take care
of children in need. The dispute is how
are we best to achieve that goal.

One of the major differences between
the vetoed SCHIP program and my al-
ternative is that the vetoed bill created
a newly eligible population and moved
them into a system of Government
health insurance. My proposal is pa-
tient focused. It retains for families
the choice of providers and practi-
tioners and gives parents the resources
necessary to add their children to their
existing health care plan.

Where our proposals are similar is in
the number of children we insure.
Under my proposal, 10 million children
would have access to health insurance.
That is the same number who would
have been covered by the vetoed bill.

It is essential we come together as
Republicans and Democrats to talk
about a viable alternative, about how
we can get this done, about something
that would ensure the reauthorization
of SCHIP and that expands rather than
diminishes private health care cov-
erage for children.

I would be willing to continue to dis-
cuss this issue in a way that allows us
to debate whether in the reauthoriza-
tion part of this bill—the $5 billion
probably is not enough to cover all of
the children who need to be insured
under this program. I think a larger
number than that $5 billion is nec-
essary, probably closer to $10 billion.

But once we did that, then how do we
go about covering that 200 percent to
300 percent of poverty—those working
families who still cannot find a way to
insure their children without Govern-
ment assistance? We would do that
through a tax credit. That tax credit
would also be beneficial. It would be a
way of allowing them to continue to
have a private health care option,
which I think is always preferable.

The insurance marketplace would ad-
just and continue to innovate in a way
that I think would give us a much
stronger, much better health care sys-
tem for the children of America who so
much need insurance for themselves
and for us to be sure we have a healthy
future for them.

I look forward to continuing to work
with my colleagues in the coming days
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